
Updates from MiLEAP ◆ Office of Higher Education



Agenda

Welcome & introductions (Jennifer Maurer)

Meet MiLEAP (Jennifer Maurer)

Michigan Achievement Scholarship & the Community College 
Guarantee (Caroline Nurenberg)

Reconnect/Reconnect Expansion Initiatives (Alisha Cederberg)

Student Success Grants (Alisha Cederberg)

Participation Data, outreach, and resources (All)

Q&A (All) 



Meet MiLEAP



From Preschool through Postsecondary to Prosperity



MI LEAP Goal:
To Achieve Equitable Lifelong 
Education, Advancement, and 
Potential for All Michiganders.



Office of Higher Education
• Sixty by 30 Goal

• Student Success Programs

• Michigan Achievement Scholarship -
Community College Guarantee

• Michigan Reconnect/Expansion

• Additional Scholarship and Grant 
Programs



Office of Higher Education
Additional Scholarship & Grant Programs:

• Children of Veterans Tuition Grant
• Fostering Futures Scholarship
• Futures for Frontliners
• MI Future Educator Fellowship
• MI Future Educator Stipend
• Michigan Competitive Scholarship*
• Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver
• Michigan Tuition Grant*
• Police Officer's and Fire Fighter’s 

Survivor Tuition Grant
• Tuition Incentive Program

*Programs are sunsetting.



Office of Higher 
Education Goal:
Use state 
scholarships to:

Increase enrollment

Lower costs for students



Michigan Achievement 
Scholarship & the Community 
College Guarantee



Michigan 
Achievement 
Scholarship



No income 
requirements at 
community 
colleges!



Allows for flexibility. 
• Start at community or tribal college then transfer! 
• Or earn a certificate/associate degree and enter the workforce. 

TO QUALIFY:
• Complete a FAFSA! There is no separate application.
• Enroll full-time at a participating Michigan community or Tribal college within 15 months 

of high school graduation.
• All Michigan high school graduates, class of 2023 and beyond, are eligible, regardless 

of family income.

Class of 2023  must enroll by Fall 2024
Class of 2024  must enroll by Fall 2025
Class of 2025 must enroll by Fall 2026

Community College Guarantee



• THE DETAILS:

• Covers the cost of tuition at the in-
district rate at participating Michigan 
community and Tribal colleges.

• Can pay for tuition, contact hours, and 
mandatory fees.

• Includes a $1,000 Michigan 
Achievement Bonus award for Pell-
eligible students, which can be used 
toward additional college costs.

Community College Guarantee



• Class of 2023 and beyond.
• Enroll within 15 months of high school graduation.

• Class of 2023 spring graduates: Must enroll by Fall semester 2024.
• Class of 2024 spring graduates: Must enroll by Fall semester 2025.

• Students must enroll full-time.
• Students may be eligible to receive the Michigan Achievement 

Scholarship for up to five consecutive years total, with no more than 
three years at a Michigan Community College and Tribal College.

• Completed FAFSA is required.

Key Eligibility Criteria



What if I am out-of-district at a Community College?
If you are considered an out-of-district student, the Community College 
Guarantee will still pay for a portion of your tuition and fees.

Example:
• The out-of-district tuition rate is $150 per credit hour and the in-district rate 

is $100 per credit hour.
• The Community College Guarantee will pay for your tuition and fees at $100 

per credit hour.
• Other aid/resources would be responsible for paying the difference ($50 per 

credit hour).

FAQ



• Monthly Office Hours
• Webinars/On Demand trainings
• One-on-One trainings
• GovDeliveries
• Website & FAQ page
• States Programs Procedures 

Manual
• Packaging Guidance
• MiSSG Manuals

Resources for Institutions



Reconnect/Reconnect 
Expansion Initiatives



Reconnect/Reconnect Expansion 

• Reconnect Application will allow 21+ older to apply through 
December 31, 2024

• January 1, 2025: Must be 25+ to Apply
• 21-24 Must register sometime in 2024-2025 to participate if 

not enrolled or wait until they are 25



Reconnect/Reconnect Expansion 

• Grant Agreement as mechanism to award the scholarship – no 
change to how funds are certified or disbursed to the college

• Allows for us to provide reimbursement payments: 
 Financial Aid Compliance Dollars
 Marketing Dollars
 IT Interventions: Text Messaging and Pop-Up campaigns



Reconnect/Reconnect Expansion 

• Call campaign with Student Connections for “prospects”
• Stop-out engagement and coaching by ReUp for stop-out students
• Door Knocking Campaign through non-profits 
• MIWorks advising on Reconnect
• MCAN “REFs” to help with FAFSA Completion
• Reconnect FAFSA Office hours
• Enhanced marketing dollars statewide
• Employer Engagement Events
• NEW: Work Experience Grant



• Sixty by 30 offers a $80 per credit incentive payment for 
Reconnect students

• Collected annually, aligning with Reconnect annual reporting
• Completed for 2023-2024
• More will be shared at 11:15 am Session: 

Friday, September 27, 2024 | 11:15 am - 12:30 pm | 105A
"Improving Mobility for Adult Learners"

Reconnect Credit for Prior 
Learning



Student Success Grants



Student Success Grants

23

Reconnect 
Community Action 

Grants

Barrier Removal –
Growing 

Institutional 
Capacity

Barrier Removal –
Direct to Students

College SuccessQuick Start

Growing community 
support and 

partnership for post-
secondary learning 

pathways.

Developing 
supportive policies 
and practices for 

students struggling 
to meet basic needs.

Emergency grants 
and other direct aid 

to students to 
eliminate financial 

barriers to 
completion.

Three levels of 
grants that help 

colleges scale 
student success 

reforms and 
increase graduation 

rates.

Self-assessment, 
planning, elevation 

of student voice. 
Helping colleges 

hone their strategy 
for student success.

$10 million$5 million$7 million$12 millionsubset of other 
categories

These amounts represent goals to award in 2024. Some funds will remain for awarding in 2025. 
There is flexibility to shift award amounts across the first four categories, based on needs 
identified by institutions.



APPLICATION DEADLINES

2024 Q42024 Q32024 Q22024 Q1

--May 3March 22Quick Start

October 18July 12April 12-College Success

November 8August 16June 7March 22Barrier Removal – Direct to 
Students

November 8August 16June 7-Barrier Removal – Growing 
Institutional Capacity

October 11-May 17 -Reconnect Community Action

Deadlines are subject to change.
We anticipate at least one College Success and Growing Institutional Capacity award cycle in 2025; 
deadlines t.b.d.

24

Application deadlines for each grant’s multiple cycles are below. Please visit the website and sign up for the 
grants email list to make sure you don’t miss any updates.



Participation Data



Michigan Achievement Scholarship 
Data ACY 23-24: Statewide

Source: Michigan Achievement Scholarship Data Dashboard 2023-2024.  



Michigan Achievement Scholarship 
Data ACY 23-24: Statewide - CC

Source: Michigan Achievement Scholarship Data Dashboard 2023-2024.  



Why don’t students receive Michigan 
Achievement Scholarship at CC? 

Source: Michigan Achievement Scholarship Data Dashboard 2023-2024.



Reconnect Data ACY 23-24: Statewide: Reconnect Data 
Dashboard (michigan.gov)

Source: Reconnect Data Dashboard 2023-2024.  



Marketing & Outreach



Help spread the word about Michigan Achievement 
Scholarship through consistent messaging & 
branding! 

The digital toolkit includes the following:
• Brand Guide
• Social media graphics
• Social media messages/hashtags
• Email blast language
• Flyers

michigan.gov/achievement-toolkit

Digital Toolkit for Partners



Help spread the word about Michigan 
Reconnect/Expansion through consistent 
messaging & branding! 

The digital toolkit includes the following:
• Brand Guide
• Social media graphics
• Social media messages/hashtags
• Email blast language
• Flyers

michigan.gov/reconnect/toolkit

Champion Toolkit



Every Tuesday from 12-2 p.m. and Thursday from 5-7 p.m. members of the Michigan Reconnect 
Navigator team will be online to provide one-on-one support to Michigan Reconnect Students to answer 
their individual questions about the program and even help with completing their FAFSA.

Reconnect Office Hours



• Financial aid presentations (in-person and virtually)
• Evening webinars for students and families
• FAFSA completion events
• College fair participation
• Statewide conferences

• MCAN, MACAC, MASA, MASSP, MCCA, 
MSCA, MSFAA, etc.

• High School Counselor & College Advisor trainings
• Mini webinar series to train HS staff on:

• MI Student Aid programs
• MiSSG HS Counselor Portal 
• MI Student Aid Outreach support & 

resources

Outreach Services



• Stakeholder meetings to share strategy, 
alignment, and support

• Statewide investment for paid marketing 
campaign

• Digital support (website, social media, 
GovDelivery comms, etc)

• Statewide partnerships
• Michigan High School Athletic Association 

(MHSAA)
• MSU & UM Athletics

• resources

Outreach Services Cont.



Q&A



• Michigan.gov/Achievement
• mistudentaid@michigan.gov
• 888-447-2687

Support

• Michigan.gov/Reconnect
• mistudentaid@michigan.gov
• 888-447-2687


